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Senate 
The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

O Lord, our rock, You are our shield 
in the time of storm. We give You our 
hopes and dreams, knowing that You 
know what is best for our Nation and 
world. 

Sustain our lawmakers. May integ-
rity and uprightness be the standards 
for their conduct so that they will not 
be put to shame. Lift the light of Your 
countenance upon them and be gra-
cious to them. Give them fresh 
strength and wisdom, as You renew the 
drumbeat of Your Spirit in their 
hearts, empowering them to march to 
the rhythm of Your righteousness. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the Keystone bill. This is the 
third week of floor consideration for 
this bipartisan jobs and infrastructure 
measure. Senators from both sides 
have been able to offer amendments 
and get their ideas voted on. I know 
Chairman MURKOWSKI is here, and she 
is working with colleagues to get their 

amendments in the queue. It is now 
time to get through the remaining 
amendments and to vote up or down on 
passage of the bill. 

f 

KEYSTONE JOBS BILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
Keystone jobs bill is a bipartisan infra-
structure project the American people 
deserve, so the vote last night to fili-
buster was certainly disappointing. 
The Keystone jobs bill has been consid-
ered and reported out of the energy 
committee. It has been subject to 
weeks of open debate. Senators on both 
sides have been able to offer and vote 
on amendments—two dozen so far and 
counting. Our Democratic friends have 
had more amendments considered on 
this bill than Republicans, more 
amendments than all of last year com-
bined. 

Just a few days ago we offered our 
friends the opportunity to have even 
more of their amendments voted on. 
Unfortunately, they rejected that offer. 
So today I am asking them to recon-
sider, join us, and work with the bill 
managers, Senator MURKOWSKI and 
Senator CANTWELL. Let’s get your 
amendments processed, and let’s make 
progress for the American people. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
FLAKE). The assistant Democratic lead-
er is recognized. 

f 

KEYSTONE PIPELINE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
commend the Senators who are work-
ing on the amendments on the Key-
stone Canadian pipeline. This is the 
highest priority of the new Republican 
majority, a pipeline that is being built 
on behalf of a Canadian company. 

You would think there would be a lot 
of other possibilities here to create 

jobs for America, but the Senate Re-
publicans are focused on this one. Ulti-
mately it will produce 35 permanent 
jobs in America, and this is their high-
est priority. Had they taken up instead 
the Federal highway bill—a bill which 
is looming in terms of a deadline this 
year—we literally could have created 
thousands of American jobs across 
America, not just in one pipeline loca-
tion. But they chose instead to help 
this Canadian company build this pipe-
line. 

Sadly, it won’t produce products that 
can help America. We had an amend-
ment offered here on the floor that said 
any refined products that came from 
this pipeline would be sold in America. 
It was defeated. Every Republican 
voted against that amendment. 

Then we offered an amendment that 
said this pipeline, if it is going to be 
built in America, should use American 
steel. Every Republican voted against 
that, save one. 

The notion that we are going to use 
foreign steel to build a pipeline for a 
Canadian company so that the refined 
products from that pipeline can be ex-
ported overseas is somehow, in the eyes 
of the majority in the Senate, an 
American jobs bill. I don’t think the 
American people would agree with 
that. They would understand, if we 
were taking up the Federal highway 
bill, that is an American jobs bill. We 
put construction workers across the 
United States to work and create an 
infrastructure that would build on the 
economy, creating more jobs in com-
munities from Arizona to Illinois, from 
Florida to the State of Washington. 
But instead we are focused on the Key-
stone Canadian pipeline, the highest 
priority of the Senate Republican ma-
jority. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in a lit-
tle more than a month the Department 
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